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TRANSCRIPT BEGIN:

[RICK SHANGRAW]  Thanks, Bill.  Welcome everybody.  I’m Rick Shangraw.  I’m the Vice President of Research at Arizona State University.  I bring greetings from our president, President Michael Crowe, who could not be here this morning, although, he is very supportive of this conference.  This conference,  as some of you may or may not know, started in a conference room at ASU with Bill, with Wayne, with the Vice President of Research from the University of Arizona, Leslie Tolbert, and we sat around and Wayne gave us this concept of “Why don’t we bring together folks from the Apollo mission and  those who experienced lunar landing during the Apollo years with those future engineers . . . scientists . . . thinkers, who are thinking about how we land on the moon . . . land on the moon in the future.  And at the time, I thought it was a great idea, but I wasn’t quite sure how it was all going to come together.  And through the hard work of  Bill . . . Gregory here, the hard work of Wayne Ottinger, the hard work of  . . . a number of people that you’ll see today, I’m very pleased to see that we were able to pull this together.
I also bring best wishes from Kip Hodges.  Kip is our Director of our School of Earth and Space Exploration.  At ASU, a couple years ago, four years ago, we sort of blew up a lot of our different programs and merged it into a new school that explores both earth and space.  And it’s a multidisciplinary . . . endeavor here at ASU and has been very successful in terms of pulling together a number of different fields of study into both looking at earth and . . . space,  and we’re very excited about what’s happening there in the school.
You know, it’s . . . 40 years ago that . . . that we . . . we took on this grand challenge of landing people on the moon.  And much of what we did there was in fact, done in a . . . in a multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary way.  It took not only just engineers, but scientists, psychologists,  social scientists, managers,  business leaders, finance people to pull that mission together, as you all know.  And this, this particular conference, as Bill has expressed, is one of trying to bring together people from a number of different disciplines to come together to think about . . . the future of lunar landing. That particular pursuit,  from my perspective, is one that’s very interesting, does require a lot of different perspectives and it’s certainly consistent with the type of people we see here today as well as consistent with both the philosophy that we have at Arizona State University, and I think John will talk about  in terms of  what happens down at the University of Arizona.  
But the most important thing is to welcome you here to Arizona.  I hope you get a chance to enjoy a little bit of the weather.  But most of all, I think, Bill’s point is well taken.  This is the unconference.  So . . . I hope there’s some great interaction here, and . . . I hope that there’s a chance to gain some real  learning and . . . out of this activity.  So, welcome and thanks for being here.

TRANSCRIPTION END
PAGE  
1

